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Neville High School’s mission is to inspire and motivate students to achieve excellence and become productive citizens.
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NEPRIS: Online Schooling Is Taking Over
Raeven Epps
Reporter  

  Who is this random person on the board? Why 
are we talking to them? What is this all about? 
   Nepris is not widely understood at Neville by teachers and 
students alike. Many teachers have heard of Nepris but are 
not completely informed on what it is. Students on the other 
hand are completely unaware of the importance of Nepris. 
Nepris is in fact not a class, it is  “a web-based solution that 
connects teachers with industry experts, to make curriculum 

topics relevant for students every day. [They] help educators 
expose students to different career and education paths, find 
real world applications to what students are learning, and in-
spire them to choose a STEM pathway.” says nepris.com
   Many students and teacher are not fully educated on the con-
cept of Nepris, yet the answers can be found in the website. 
Nepris is for educators, individuals, companies, and organiza-
tions. Many students feel as if Nepris sessions are unneces-
sary. This is not at all the case, Nepris allows for students to 
see that the curriculum that they learn is actually applied in 
various jobs. Mrs. Pierce, the anatomy and physiology teacher, 

says that last year her students were talking to a neuroscien-
tist from San Antonio. This showed the students that people 
actually use the curriculum that is being taught in classes.
Going on field trips costs a lot of money but,“nepris is designed 
to remove the logical tasks for both companies and educators in 
setting up a meeting between the two, breaking down geographic 
barriers by providing a virtual connection, enabling companies 
to scale their outreach efforts beyond face-to-face meetings and 
allowing educators to impact all students at the curriculum level 
where they need it most.” says nepris.com
   

Maren Sumner
Chief Editor   

   If  you  have  been  anywhere  
recently,  you  have  probably  seen  
people,  posters,  and  publications  
pushing  the  importance  of  regis-
tering  to  vote.  If  you  are  won-
dering,  “It’s  not  the  presidential  
election  yet,  why  is  it  important  

to  register  to  vote  now?”  The  
reason  surrounding  the  major  

press  behind  voter  registration  is  
because  of  the  midterm  elections  
approaching  in  November.  “Mid-
term  elections  occur  halfway  
between  presidential  elections,  
which  occur  every  four  years.  
All  435  members  of  the  House  
of  Representatives  are  up  for  
election  every  two  years,  with  
one-third  of  the  Senate  up  for  
election,”  says  independent.co.      
   Midterm  elections  are  a  nor-

mality  in  the  United  States  gov-
ernment  and  typically  cause  little  
drama  and  little  voter  turnout  
compared  to  presidential  elec-
tions.  However,  this  midterm  
election  has  the  Democratic  
and  Republican  parties  racing  
to  take  control  of  the  House  
of  Representatives  and  Senate.

An Update on the 
Midterm Elections

Neville Responds to 
Nine Weeks Exams’ 

Block Schedule 
Terrance Harris
Reporter 

   The  nine  week  exams  have  
been  the  talk  of  the  school  ever  
since  they  were  announced.  Stu-
dents,  parents,  and  even  some  
faculty  were  confused  on  what  
and  how  it  would  be  organized.      
   There  is  an  exam  for  each  
class  to  show  student  prog-
ress  for  the  nine  weeks.  

   Senior  K’Mya  Hunter  said,  
“The  block  schedule  was  set  up  
in  a  good  way  so  that  students  
can  have  enough  time  to  finish  
their  tests.”  Although,  some  stu-
dents  thought  that  the  schedule  
was  too  long.  Junior  Michael  Kidd  
said,  “I  felt  that  we  stayed  in  our  
testing  classes  too  long  consider-
ing  the  tests  weren’t  that  long.”

continued on 
page 2
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page 4
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Terrance Harris
Reporter      

   Teachers  also  think  that  
the  block  schedule  gave  too  
much  time  to  take  a  test.  
   Spanish  teacher  Mrs.  Sharp  
said,  “Personally  I  think  the  
block  schedule  is  too  long  be-
cause  many  students  have  fin-
ished  their  test  in  maybe  an  
hour  leaving  a  lot  of  free  time.”    
   However,  the  block  schedule  
was  arranged  such  that  students  
who  take  longer  tests  can  have  
enough  time  to  finish  it.  Vice  
Principal  Ms.  Ellis  said,  “We  had  
to  think  of  many  ways  to  make  
enough  time  for  testing,  especially  
for  English  and  math,    particu-
larly  for  freshmen  and  sophomores  
since  they  had  to  take  the  Leap  
360  interim.”  She  also  states  that  
they  had  the  juniors  tested  with  
ACT  practice  tests.  “It  is  going  
to  be  scored  like  an  ACT  test  to  
see  data  on  each  student  to  see  
how  many  they  missed  and  what  
they  need  to  improve  on.”  She  

also  says  a  reason  
why  they  do  nine  
weeks  testing.  “It  
can  also  help  teach-

ers  understand  what  lessons  and  
material  to  teach  or  review  with  
their  students  based  on  the  out-
come  of  the  nine  week  exams.”

         

  To  wrap  it  up,  the  reason  for  
the  nine  week  exams  is  to  see  
where  the  students  are  in  all  of  
their  classes.  Due  to  the  second  
nine  weeks  being  midterms,  the  
third  nine  weeks  exam  will  be  
the  same  as  the  first  nine  weeks.

Neville Responds to 
Nine Weeks Exams’ 

Block Schedule
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Audrey Livigni
Reporter   

   From  the  music,  the  food,  the  art  
and  all,  the  Downtown  Art  Crawl  
is  the  event  of  the  fall.  Experienc-
ing  the  wonders  of  a  Thursday  
in  Downtown  Monroe,  the  Art  
Crawl  provides  for  a  fun,  seasonal,  
and  a  fine-arts-oriented  evening.          
   The  Art  Crawl  is  the  place  to  be.  
This  event  is  on  the  first  Thursday  
of  every  other  month  (February,  
April,  June,  August,  October,  De-
cember.)  At  the  Art  Crawl,  you  can  
view  and  purchase  art,  eat,  listen  to  
music,  and  enjoy  the  atmosphere.          
   People  from  all  over  Louisi-
ana  come  to  enjoy  the  invigorat-
ing  activities  of  the  Art  Crawl.  
One  very  intriguing  and  attention  
-grabbing  aspect  of  the  event  is  
the  music.  There  are  local  bands  
and  singers  that  will  knock  your  
socks  off.    The  food  is  to  die  
for  and  is  usually  provided  by  a  
food  truck          Sophomore  Pippa  
Morstead  says,  “Oh  my  gosh,  I  
absolutely  love  the  Art  Crawl!  
Considering  that  I'm  an  artist  re-
ally  puts  in  perspective  how  much  
I  truly  appreciate  all  the  art.  It  
is  so  cool  to  look  around  and  
see  all  of  these  local  artist  and  
think  to  myself,  ‘Wow  I  could  
be  one  of  those  artists  on  the  
wall!’”  Pippa  adds,  “I  really  think  
the  music  is  cool  too,  it  makes  
the  mood  a  bit  more  chill.”      \
   The  October  4th  Art  Crawl  was  
definitely  one  for  the  books.  I  ar-
rived  at  a  decent  time,  probably  
about  6:15,  and  the  sun  was  just  
about  to  set;  it  was  perfect.  First  

stop,  the  Palace.  The  Palace  is  
a  portion  of  the  downtown  area  
where  a  gallery  and  a  band  is  
normally  playing.  This  night  there  
was  an  array  of  beautiful  art  that  
was  based  on  famous  songs,  from  
musical  artists  like  Billie  Eillish  
and  the  Beatles.  A  band  was  play-
ing  as  well,  which  made  the  art  
observing  ever  so  more  enjoy-
able.  The  next  stop  was  the  Sugar  
Gallery  which  included  many  lo-
cal  artists’  work. To  close  off  the  
night  we  went  to  a  place  called  
“the  Garage”  where  an  awesome  
band  of  three  guys  were  playing.  
It  was  such  a  treat  to  listen  to  
the  local  artists  and  experience  
the  wonders  and  influence  of  art.    
   One  of  the  artists at the Art Crawl, 
Melanie  Douthit,  says,  “  I  have  
always  loved  art  and  doing  any-
thing  creative.  I  used  to  think  
that  doing  something  so  fun  and  
time-consuming  was  selfish.  Mean-
while,  I  kept  creating.  I  found  the  
art  speaks  to  people  in  different  
ways.  Whether  a  painting    brings  
comfort,  connects  with  a  child-
hood  memory,  or  brings  a  feel-
ing  of  joy  to  someone  is  truly  
a  humbling  experience  for  me.  I  
love  showing  at  the  art  crawl  be-
cause  it's  a  fun  community  event  
that  brings  people  together  with  
the  core  element  being  art.  New  
crawlers  become  collectors.  Young  
people  learn  to  appreciate  art.  I  
love  interacting  with  collectors  
and  hearing  personal  stories  from  
them  about  what  drew  them  to  
my  art.  The  next  Art  Crawl  is  in  
December,  so  don't  miss  out  on  
this  wonderful  and  spirited  way  to  
spend  time  on  a  Thursday  night.

The Art

C WLR
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Victoria Heck
Web Editor      

   Nike  is  an  extremely  popu-
lar  company  with  many  loyal  
consumers.  Their  brand  is  
seen  as  one  of  the  top  athletic  
companiesin  the  world.  How-
ever,  they  recently  released  a  
controversial  ad  that  caused  an  
uproar  on  social  media.  Their  
ad  featured  ColinKaepernick,  
a  football  player  who  kneeled  
during  the  National  Anthem  
at  a  pre-season  game  against  
the  49’ers.  While  this  maynot  
seem  like  a  big  deal,  some  
others  believed  he  displayed  
disrespect  to  the  country.          
   Nike  has  always  been  a  
popular  choice  of  athletic  
gear,  but  after  their  newly  
released  ad,  they  have  re-
ceived  more  attentionthan  
ever.  “When  choosing  athletic  
wear,  I  usually  always  take  a  
look  at  Nike’s  online  store.  I  
was  surprised  to  hear  about  
all  therecent  news  concern-
ing  their  ads.”  says  sopho-
more  Susannah  Guy.  How-
ever,  while  one  perspective  
believed  Nike  wasexpressing  
the  idea  of  standing  for  what  
you  believe  in,  many  other  

people  believed  that  Nike  was  
condoning  the  idea  ofdisre-
specting  America  as  a  whole.            

   The  ad  features  Kaepe-
rnick’s  face  in  black  and  
white.  On  his  face  are  the  
words,  “Believe  in  something.  
Even  if  it  meanssacrificing  
everything.”  This  has  lead  
to  multiple  colleges  dropping  
Nike’s  business  including  
College  of  the  Ozarks  and  
TruettMcConnell  University.            
   While  this  might  seem  
like  the  ad  was  a  mistake  
for  the  company,  there  were  
also  many  positives  that  
came  from  thesituation.  For  
instance,  Nike  is  now  able  

to  stand  apart  from  its  com-
petitors,  such  as  Adidas  and  
Under  Armour.  It  is  also  
causinga  movement  of  in-
spired  consumers  by  telling  
them  that  they  have  a  voice  
that  deserves  to  be  heard.            
   There  was  also  a  com-
mercial  released  featuring  
Kaepernick,  leading  to  more  
attention  towards  Nike.  In  
the  commercial, Kaeper-
nick  speaks  on  originality  
and  says,  “You  don’t  have  
to  be  anybody  to  be  some-
body.”  Many  people  see  this  
as  aninspirational  point  about  
following  your  dreams  and  
achieving  your  goals.  Yet,  
due  to  it  coming  from  Kae-
pernick,  others  see  it  asyet  
another  offense  to  the  nation.            
   Nike  is  still  an  extremely  
popular  business,  but  the  situ-
ation  has  shed  a  light  on  a  
new  side  of  the  brand.  It  is  
no  longer  just  forathletic  gear  
but  also  for  spreading  a  mes-
sage.  Whether  it  is  a  posi-
tive  or  negative  message  is  
up  to  the  public.  Nike  is  still  
gettingmajor  publicity  on  the  
subject  and  will  most  likely  be  
remembered  as  the  brand  who  
changed  the  game.

Nike Releases Controversial 
Ad with NFL Player
 Colin Kaepernick

“      Believe  
in  

something.  
Even  if  it  

means 
sacrificing 

 everything.” 

“JUST DO IT”
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An Update on 
the Midterm 

Elections
continued

Maren Sumner
Chief Editor 

  “I  feel  more  informed  about  
this  midterm  election  than  in  past  
years.  Usually  I  don’t  hear  about  
politics,  especially  the  midterm  
elections.  But  this  seems  like  more  
of  a  big  deal  because  of  all  the  
scandals  going  on,  and  I’ve  heard  
a  lot  of  it  from  social  media”says  
freshman  Margaret  Burrell.      
   So  what  makes  this  election  so  
different?  When  Supreme  Court  
justice  Antonin  Scalia  passed  
away,  there  was  a    spot  to  be  
filled  on  the  Supreme  Court.  So  
naturally,  this  situation  would  
cause  the  democratic  and  republi-
can  parties  to  grapple  for  control  
of  Congress.  However,  with  re-
cent  uncovering  of  Supreme  Court  
candidate,  Brett  Kavanaugh’s  al-
leged  sexual  assault  accusations,  
the  fire  underneath  both  parties  
has  grown  stronger. “There  is  a  
huge  division  between  the  parties,  
and  I  feel  as  if  it  is  seen  in  

this  midterm  election  more  than  it  
has  been  in  any  midterm  election”  
says  junior  Maximilian  Wiesner.      
   The  situation  surrounding  this  
midterm  election  has  caused  a  ma-
jor  spike  in  voter  registration  and  
encouragement  for  voter  registra-
tion.  People  are  being  urged  to  
register  to  vote  because  every  vote  
matters;  however,  the  target  de-
mographic  for  this  midterm  elec-
tions  is  younger  people.“Typically  
voter  turnout  for  midterm  elec-
tions  is  lower  than  presidential  
elections,  so  I  feel  like  this  elec-
tion  cycle  politicians  are  trying  
to  reach  out  to  younger  people  
because  it’s  usually  older  people  
who  vote  in  midterm  elections,”  
says  junior  Maximilian  Wiesner.        
   With  all  the  stigma  surround-
ing  this  midterm  election,  it  is  
important  that  people  of  age  
use  their  voice  and  vote.  At  age  
18,  make  sure  to  take  the  time  
to  vote  and  make  your  voice  
heard.  The  classic  phrase  re-
ally  is  true:  your  vote  matters.

  There  is  a  huge  division  between  
the  parties,  and  I  feel  as  if  it  is  seen  
in  this  midterm  election  more  than  it  
has  been  in  any  midterm  election”  

“

Raeven Epps
Reporter

Nepris “cover[s] almost any curricu-
lum topic where an educator wants to 
bring in industry expertise. Although 
[their] goal is to further effective Sci-
ence, Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics (STEM) teaching and 
real world relevance, these topics are 
naturally supported by the entire cur-
riculum from kindergarten through 
high school which does not limit the 
type of professionals that can partici-
pate.” say nepris.com “[Their] pro-
fessionals are experts who are pas-
sionate about a particular topic and 
have a commitment to education. The 
goal is to not only make a real world 
connection to what is being taught, 

but expose students to different life 
and career paths as well as different 
types of industries and companies.”
 “Students should be open-
minded and should interact with 
the speaker” says Mrs.Pierce
   Asking questions and being 
mentally present during these ses-
sions will eliminate the assump-
tions that nepris is another boring 
part of high school curriculum. 
   “Teachers that teach career and 
technical classes have been bet-
ter informed about nepris, but ne-
pris is something every classroom 
can utilize, but nepris is valuable 
in every subject.” says Mrs. Pierce
   The registration process is simple, 
just go to nepris.com and click the 
sign up button. Nepris is constantly 

promoting press releases and news 
reports in the media room section 
of their website. This part of the 
website keeps its users informed on 
new topics that surround the foun-
dation. There are also feathered up-
coming live industry chats which 
are the scheduled chats that will be 
going on in the near future with dif-
ferent classes, and current virtual 
volunteer opportunities which helps 
teachers find a person in the indus-
try to give their insite in class. This 
is located on the Nepris webpage.
   Now with the current informa-
tion it is time to get started on 
this new, trendy, and helpful con-
nection that is called Nepris.

NEPRIS: Online Schooling 
Is Taking Over Continued
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Lexi Hartman
Reporter
  
   On top of all the work that comes 
along with being in high school, 
joining two or three clubs can be 
challenging, but Marla Anderson is 
involved in eight, and that does not 
include activities outside of school.     
   The many activities Marla is in-
volved in consist of National Hon-
or Society, Renaissance, Spanish 
Honor Society, Book Club, Interact 
Club, and Student Council. She is 
also the band’s secretary and the 
Varsity Speech Team President.          
   As president of the Varsity Speech 
Team, Marla takes on quite bit of 
responsibility mainly with the te-
dious paperwork that comes along 
with speech and others looking up to 
her. Marla advises, “When you are a 
president you can’t be a hypocrite. 
You have to remember you are not 
everybody's mom you are just try-
ing to lead everyone in the right di-
rection.”    Some of the paperwork 
she takes on includes registering 
students and judges, the invoices, 
and sometimes she even has to deal 
with contacting other coaches. Mar-
la is also the debate captain, so she 
coaches the debate portion of speech.     
   Marla’s sophomore year of high 
school is when she became inter-
ested in speech, so she went to Ms. 
Patricia Turner to ask if she could 
be in speech. After an audition, 
Marla was accepted into the acting 
class. The next day sheasked Turner 
if she could do color guard as well, 
and Turner made the decision for 
her by kicking her out of the class.    
   Marla, with her determined at-
titude, was not about to go down 
without a fight, so she tried to reason 
with Turner, but that did not work, 
so she ended up writing a very long 

letter explaining why she wanted to 
be in speech. According to Marla, 
Turner did not read the full, but a 
few weeks later let her join speech.     
   Although she had a bumpy start 
with Turner, she is still Marla’s role 
model. “The way Ms. Turner walks 
into a room and demands atten-
tion is my goal in life,” adds Marla.    
   To say the least, she has come a 
long way and is now a Four Star 
International “Best” Thespian in 
speech and an inspiration to many.     
   Junior Dustee Mathews states 
“Her ambitious attitude is what in-
spires me the most. She has this 
mentality that she can do anything 

and that mentality is so contagious 
that I can’t help but feel just as 
powerful when I’m around her.”   
   Outside of Neville High School, 
Marla is the president of Fellowship 
of Christian Athletes a.k.a FCA, at-
tendsFaith, Hope, and Love Fel-
lowship Church in West Monroe, 
and is a caseworker for Red Cross.     
   Since 2015, Marla has dedicated 
many hard working hours into the 
Red Cross. She started off as an 
hours manager, but then moved up 
as a Pillowcase Project Presenter, 
which is someone who teaches little 
kids how to cope with disasters that 
may occur. Now her main job at Red 
Cross is a caseworker, which is the 
link between the client and the di-

saster action team. As a caseworker 
she takes on responsibilities such as 
entering information into the sys-
tem, follow up calls to make sure the 
clients are okay, and she even puts 
money on clients assistance cards.     
   Marla was recently accepted to 
The University of Chicago and re-
ceived a full scholarship. While 
she is undecided on what she 
wants to major in, Marla is lean-
ing towards business and finance.       
   Dustte Mathews exclaims how 
“she has an insanely unique mix of 
maturity and youthfulness to her that 
creates a wonderfully big personal-
ity.” Dustee also goes on to explain 
how much hard work and deter-
mination goes into everything she 
does. So when in doubt Marla it out.

       Her ambi-
tious attitude is 
what inspires me 
the most.”     

“

The Marvelous Marla Anderson 

    Hey Tigers it’s that time of year 
again! Candy Grams will be available 

for purchase Febuary 1-13 during 
lunch shifts in the commons or from 
any journalism member. Don’t miss 
this oppritunity to show your friend 
or special person how much you care 

for only a dollar. 

One of Neville’s most determined seniors 

Photo by: Terry Tugwell
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JoJo Clark 
Public Relations 
 
   Kimberly’s phone dings and she  
glances down in excitement hoping 
that it might be one of her friends 
or that cute boy Joe from math. Her 
heart sinks as she sees that it is an ins-
tagram DM. “Well that’s never good” 
she mumbles to herself. She winces 
as she unlocks it imagining it to be 
some creep like “Unibrow Max” 
from biology. The message reads 
“will you fill out a survey for me?”, 
it was sent by “Silent John” from art. 
Now Kimberly does not really know 
“Silent John” but she is a sucker for 
surveys and responds with an enthu-

siastic “sure!”. Al-
most immediately 
he responds and she 
glances down to see 
that he sent a picture 
of a blank new con-

tact form. “Silent John” was just try-
ing to get her number and Kimberly 
could not be more astonished. 
She re-examines the messages 
giggling at the somewhat 
clever pickup line before 
sending her informa-
tion. She then sighs 
and mumbles, “I wish 
that people would just 
ask each other out 
in a straightforward 
face-to-face way 
like they used to.”       
   Kimberly is right, it 
would be nice if teen-
agers would make the 
effort to ask someone on 
a date in a sweet romantic 
way. But this day and age is 
all about convenience. So if 
it is more efficient to just send 
a text, Snapchat, or DM then teens 
and even adults are going to do it.        

 Though laziness is the primary root 
of romance’s butchering, it is not 

always the case. Take “Silent 
John” for example, he needed 

to DM. He was clearly too 
afraid to talk to Kimberly 

in person, let alone ask 
for her number. “Silent 
John” needed the pro-
tection of the phone 
to take step one and 
eventually he will be 
able to move on from 
it and talk in person, 
but he never would 
have gotten there 

without technology.        
   Kimberly suddenly be-

gins to regret her choice 
to send him her number. 

This is because she decides 
to do a little snooping through 

his instagram profile, and she does 
not like what she sees. He has very 

few photos and the onesthat he does 
have are lame and boring. She then 
makes the snap decision, simply 
based off his profile, to dislike him.        
   This is another example of tech-
nology squashing potential ro-
mance. Kimberly assumes that “Si-
lent John” is boring based off his 
photos. But maybe “Silent John” is 
just so busy and interesting that he 
does not have time or care enough 
to post. Now it could also be that 
Kimberly is just a superficial brat, 
but it is also quite possible that 
technology made her that way.                  
   So this lovely tale of of Kimberly and 
“Silent John” will never have a hap-
py ending with or without technolo-
gy. Now this does not at all mean that 
modern love is doomed. It just means 
that Kimberly and “Silent John” were 
not meant to be. So learn from their 
mistakes when considering the dos 
and don’ts of dating with technology.

Love   in the digital age

Mary Kathryn Breard
Reporter  

   We are hoping. We are praying. We are 
crossing our fingers. We are dreaming. 
Yes, there is a rumor and yes, people are 
starting to say that Vine is coming back. 
This is not just some silly little rumor 
that some teenagers started one day be-
cause they were bored. The founder of 
vine actually tweeted a picture of a new 
and improved vine logo called “V2” and 
this has people going crazy world wide.  
   Vine blew up in 2012. It is a short-
term video app where users could share 
6 second video clips. During its peak, 
vine had around 200 million active 
monthly users. This app’s biggest audi-
ence was definitely teenagers, with more 

than one billion vine loops played daily.  
   Sophomore Jansen Jenkins says,  “I 
didn’t think much about it at first but 
I soon realized I was bored without it. 
Vine was pure.” Twitter bought out vine 
in early 2017 and officially shut it down 
on January 17, upsetting people every-
where.   “Vine always made me laugh, I 
was very depressed when they deleted it. 
I never imagined them bringing it back 
so suddenly like this on us and I really 
hope the rumors are true,” says Andrew 
Judd. If the rumors are false, the entire 
social media community will be furious. 
   “The end of vine was super upset-
ting for me since I was vine famous. As 
Scary Mary, it was hard. I am super ex-
cited for it to come back so I can contin-
ue and start to make more vines and also 
just look at all the old vines that I’ve 

been missing,” says Mary Kincannon. 
   “I am the happiest person alive. I hope 
it is the same as the first one,” says Ava 
Mccarty. Along with the excitement of 
our beloved vine coming back to the 
app store comes the anxiousness of not 
knowing a single thing about the new 
version of it. Some people are nervous 
that it will not be anything like the 
old vine that we love and miss. Others 
are sure that the producers would not 
change a thing because of its popularity.  
   “I am really excited, I can’t wait,” says 
Ralph Brockman.” “I hope it stays true 
to its six second roots, but I hope there 
will be some cool new features.” If vine 
really does return, teenagers are going 
to go crazy with excitement and this app 
will become more popular than before.

Photo by: Blaise Caldwell

Revival?



VoicesDecember 2017/ January  2018 Volume XV - Issue 4

Blaise Caldwell 
Photographer

   Has your morning ever been ruined 
by a disrespectful couple who decided 
they just had to start making out at 7 
o’clock am? I know mine has. Let us 
face it, no one wants to watch a happy 
couple all up on each other at any time, 
let alone that early in the morning. Kiss-
ing, cuddling, and even hugging are all 
things that the average high school stu-
dent is not fond of seeing their fellow 
classmates do in the hall. Do not get me 
wrong though, some people do like PDA. 
Just like some people like Monday tests, 
speeding tickets, and stomach viruses.   
    PDA, or public display of affec-
tion, is a term that most teenagers 
and older people know. Though some 
might enjoy, most think affection has 
a time and place that is not in public 
and certainly not during school hours.  
  When in a relationship, you should not 
have to prove your love to anyone around 
you. Some couples might think that show-
ing this affection publicly makes them 
appear cute or romantic. Though most 
of time it just makes the people around 
them incredibly uncomfortable and oc-

casionally grossed out. A couple’s rela-
tionship should not involve other people 
making them validated in their adoration. 
   Junior Dustee Matthews and her boyfriend 
Blake Moore have been together for a little 
over two years now. “Privacy is one of the 
factors I value most in a relationship. I 
would much rather keep intimate moments 
between him and I than capture attention 
with them,” she comments. If more peo-
ple, especially teenagers like Dustee, kept 
this mindset, the halls of Neville would 
be a much cleaner and welcoming place.                
  One of the biggest things that makes 
PDA such a bad move is that it is incred-
ibly inappropriate, especially in such 
a setting like school. Not being able to 
resist physical contact from your sig-
nificant other in such a short amount of 
time is also a sign of a clingy personal-
ity. And let’s face it, no one likes clingy.  
   I am not trying to cast shame on a lov-
ing couple. That is not my intent. However 
what is my intent is to let others know 
that it is perfectly okay to be in love with 
your partner and want to show it. Though, 
it is much more important to be aware of 
when and where that portrayal of affec-
tion is and whether it is really necessary.

Victoria Heck 
Reporter

   Love is in the air as Valentine’s Day 
approaches. A ton of people are prob-
ably thinking, “Oh great. Time to watch a 
bunch of couples flaunt their relationships 
in my face.” But, why is showing affection 
to someone that you care about so wrong? 
Even though some people take it too far, 
they should still be able to publicly show 
how much they care for their relationship.  
   Despite the negative outlook on PDA, 
there are many acceptable ways to show 
someone you care for that you love them. 
For example, if someone holds hands with 
their lover, or gives them a bouquet of flow-
ers. Technically this is considered PDA 
because it is publicly displaying affection. 
The issue with PDA today is that most peo-
ple think of couples showing large amounts 
of affection unnecessarily in inappropri-
ate settings. But in reality, PDA can be as 
little as having your arm around someone. 
  Another benefit of PDA is that it helps 
strengthen a relationship. It has been 
proven that holding hands and hug-
ging can relieve stress on both sides of 
the action. It also gives a subconscious 
reassurance to your partner that you 
care about them and the relationship. 

   “Love is for sharing. It’s not good to 
internalize your feelings. You should 
spread love as much as you can,” stated 
freshman, Susannah Guy. Showing love 
to someone can help build and stabilize 
your growing relationship with them. 
   A study at Ohio State University found 
that couples who display PDA are more 
satisfied with their relationships than those 
who do not. It has also been proven that 
couples tend to show more PDA when they 
are more comfortable with each other. It is 
like their own special way of saying, “I 
care about you, and I do not really care who 
else knows.” It shows that the couple is not 
afraid of the judgement from other people.  
   Freshman, Melinda Jambois stated,“Not 
caring about what other people think when 
it comes to your relationship is important 
because at the end of the day it’s your life 
and you have got to do you to be truly hap-
py.” Love is a huge part of today’s society, 
and people have every right to show it off. 
   In the end, people are still going to find all 
of the lovey-dovey couples who pass them 
by extremely gross. Love is always going 
to hold its spot in the world, and people are 
always going to want to flaunt it. However, 
PDA is just a couple’s way of saying they 
care for one another in more ways than words.

PDA VS. PD-NAY

7

Love   in the digital age

Photo by: Nick MarxPhoto by: Nick Marx 
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Tarandaas Anand discovers 
error in all calculators 
At the young age of 15 he has 
changed the math world forever
Mary Kathryn Breard
Reporter 
  
   Have you ever sat in math class 
and thought “this can’t be right” 
or “how is this even possible”? 
If you have, you are not alone 
and you may actually be correct.     
 Recently, sophomore Tarandaas 
Anand discovered a calculator er-
ror that may affect your life and 
is also going to affect the entire 
United States.  “,” Anand says.  He 
explained how the values of the 
powers of i follow a repeating pat-
tern of 1, i, -1, -i, 1, i, and so on.    
   When Mr. Rogers asked Taran-
daas to simplify i^2002, he “worked 
it two ways just to challenge 
math”. After working the prob-
lem two different ways, he ended 
up with two different answers, 
both a positive and a negative 1.  
   “I showed Mr. Rogers how both 
mathematically correct procedures 
gave me different answers to the 
same expression,” he says. “We 
then spent a while trying to find an 
explanation. Mr. Rogers did how-
ever find an answer the next day.”
   “I didn’t even know that was pos-
sible. That’s awesome. If anyone 
deserves to have such an honor, it’s 

him,” says junior Savannah Frantz. 
Along with Tarandaas’s miraculous 
discovery came great recognition.  
   “Mr. Rogers was pretty excited 
about it, He is going to get this 
published in a math teachers maga-
zine,” says Anand. People all over 
the nation will be shocked that a 
sophomore in high school discov-
ered such error before anyone else. 
   “I don't know if what I found sur-
prised me. I do know that I felt ac-
complished to challenge math in 
a way that nobody has thought of 

before,” he says. Both teachers and 
students notice his talent and true 
passion for math both in and out 
of the classroom.   “I just saw how 
you could find yourself in a hole 
even after you have done a series 
of correct operations,” says Anand. 
If you happen to find yourself in 
this “hole” during math class, Tar-
randaas Anand should be your go 
to. He is a friendly and familiar 
face and will never hesitate to help. 

Photo by: Chloe Cresse

Infographic by: Lexi Hartman
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Where’s Walt? He’s here! 
Teacher talk with Walt Smith

Conspiracy corner: Avril Lavigne
Maren Sumner
Reporter

   Imagine you are jamming to your pop 
hits of the 2000’s playlist in your car 
on the way to school. Suddenly you 
hear the greatest song to ever grace 
the 2000’s radio: “Sk8r Boi.” This 
song takes you back to a conspiracy 
theory your friends were telling you 
about the other day: That Avril Lavi-
gne is actually dead. At first you did 
not think anything of it, but thinking 
about it now, it makes perfect sense.
    In the early 2000’s, Lavigne was at 
the peak of her career. With bops like 
“Sk8r Boi” and “Complicated,” she 
was dominating the pop music industry. 

   But, Lavigne was one of those celeb-
rities that was a little more shy, and did 
not really enjoy going to press inter-
views and album signings, so her record 
label hired a look alike to do it for her, 
and her name was Melissa Vandella.
    Vandella looked like exactly like 
Lavigne, and even sounded like her 
too. There are even recordings of Van-
della recording some of Lavigne’s 
songs for fun, and the similarities be-
tween their voices are astonishing.
   In 2003, Lavigne’s world turned 
upside down. Her grandfather, with 
whom she was very close, passed 
away, and it hit her like a rock. There 
is footage of Lavigne breaking down 
on stage, saying she “couldn’t do it 
anymore,” and cancelling her shows 

because she was so severely depressed.
  Therefore, the conspiracy theory 

is that Lavigne committed suicide 
because she was so depressed, and 

she was replaced by Vandella. Now, 
before you go crazy and say this is 
ridiculous, listen to the evidence.
   This whole idea of Lavigne being re-
placed with Vandella makes sense, be-
cause she was in the peak of her career, 
making millions for her record compa-
ny. Obviously, they would not want to 
let all of this money go, so they just cov-
ered up her death, and put in Vandella.
  And think about it. After 2003, Avril’s 
whole sound changed. The grunge 
pop diva we all knew and loved be-
gan to sound more pop than anything. 
And if you listen to old recordings 
versus her new ones, you can abso-
lutely tell a difference in her voice. 
    Her whole look changed too. The shape 
of her eyes, eyebrows, nose, and even 

her complexion all changed completely.
   The most popular detail about this 
conspiracy is that before 2003, Avril 
had a significant amount of freckles on 
her arm. After 2003, more than half of 
them just disappeared. People say she 
could have gotten them removed, but 
it sounds a bit ridiculous to get freck-
les removed, especially when they are 
somewhere that is not seen all the time. 
   Some believe this theory and some 
do not, but you have to admit that 
it does make sense, even though 
it may be a little “complicated.”

            Therefore, 
the conspiracy 
theory is that Avril 
committed suicide 
because she was 
so depressed, and 
she was replaced 
by Vandella.”

“

Mary Kathryn Breard
Reporter

   Put your phone up; he is com-
ing. I bet you can guess who is 
being discussed just by that one 
sentence. Walt Smith, famous for 
snatching our phones, coaching 
the girls soccer team, and teaching 
us civics is new to our underclass-
men and the older kids could not 
be more excited about his return.
  Return? From where? Smith “lived 
in Cambodia for 2 years and trav-
eled around that part of the world 
to China, Thailand, Vietnam, and 
Australia. I taught English and his-
tory at a university over there for 
about a year and a half; had a lot of 
good times.” Smith loved the “easy 
life” that Cambodia had to offer and 
loved that “a little bit of money goes 
a long way and it is hot all year so 
you can go swimming all the time.”

   Besides teaching here at Nev-
ille High, Smith is acclaimed lo-
cally for being one of the best girls 
soccer coaches our program has 
ever seen. Although he is strict 
on the team when they are strug-
gling, he is always lifting their 
spirits and complimenting ev-
erything that they accomplish. 
   “This will be my eighth year 
coaching soccer at Neville,” he 
says. “My expectations are to have 
a winning record, to win district, 
and to go deep into the playoffs.”
    He is most excited about “see-
ing our team transform into a 
slow beginning to a big end.”
   Sophomore Helen Johnson says, 
“he makes me want to come to 
practice and strive to get better. I 
am looking forward to improving 
in the next few years with him.” 
   Not only are the students excited for 
his return, but the soccer community 

of players, families, and fans are too. 
His coaching style is well needed; 
starting from the basics and mak-
ing sure these are perfected before 
going into the more difficult drills.
   Varsity goalkeeper Emma 
Semmes states, “he wants us to 
succeed and do well so it is an in-
centive for us to do well.” When 
talking about Smith, only positive 
things are heard from his players. 
    “Walt is the type of coach that 
makes everyone want to strive to 
be better. His coaching skills make 
the players improve more and more 
every day both in practice and dur-
ing games,” says Khyla Wright.
   “My favorite thing about Nev-
ille is living in my home town and 
coaching soccer.” says Smith. His 
love for his team and students is 
continuously showing through his 
words and actions and the Nev-
ille nation could not be happier. Walt doing his everyday duty in the cafeteria Photo by Terry Tugwell



Maren Sumner and Mary 
Kathryn Breard
Reporters
     
   Have you ever been in a situation 
where you are stuck in a group of 
indecisive people and you are try-
ing to decide where to eat? Well, we 
know how you feel. Being two of 
the most indecisive people at Nev-
ille High, we are both often stuck 
in this situation. So, we have com-
prised a list of locally owned res-
taurants for you, for the next time 
you or your friends cannot decide.
1.   New to the ULM campus, Mon-
terey Grille is perfect for eating 
with your family, or a group of 20 
for your birthday dinner. The ser-
vice never fails to be excellent and 

the food is amazing 
and diverse. It is not 
your average mexi-
can/burger place. 
Our preferred order 

is the grilled cheese with Brisket. 5/5  
2.    Located on the corner of 4th 
street and Louisville, Leas of 
Lecompte is one of the oldest res-
taurants in Monroe. Leas is the per-
fect place to grab a Sunday brunch 
with your friends after a long night. 
The people are friendly and the 
food is so filling. Our preferred 
order is the biscuits and gravy for 
brunch. Although there is not that 
much to choose from, whatever 
you order is bound to be good. 3/5
3.    The perfect place to watch 
“the big game” and relax with your 
friends: Daq’s. Daq’s food is amaz-
ing. From their grilled chicken 
salads to their fried shrimp po-
boys you will never get an unsat-
isfying meal. We enjoy their bone-
less wings as well as their huge 
variety of salads. The service is 
sometimes slow because they are 
always crowded to the maximum, 
but it is always worth the wait. 4/5
4.    Avocados Mexican Restaurant 

is one of, if not the, most popular 
Mexican restaurant in Monroe. 
Their service is always speedy and 
the food is great. When grubbing 
at Avocados, we  like to order the 
rice, chicken, and queso entree, and 
the chicken and cheese quesadilla 
with bell peppers and tomatoes. 4/5 
5.    Last but not least, the beauty 
on the bayou, River Grille. With its 
outstanding view over bayou De-
siard, River Grille is perfect for a 
night of family or friendly fun. They 
usually have live music on week-
end nights and the scenery, look-
ing over the bayou, is great. Our 
favorite thing to get at River Grille 
is the chicken caesar salad and the 
homemade spicy hush puppies. 3/5
   We highly recommend all of the 
restaurants listed above. Whether 
you are looking for somewhere 
to go out to eat on family night, 
lunch with friends, or a date, 
these places are your best bet at 
an all around great experience.10
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Where to grub in Monroe
Infographic by Maren Sumner

Victoria Heck    
Reporter

    The National Guard is a branch 
of the army that provides service in 
times of need, such as after hurricanes 
and floods. People dedicate their lives 
to helping others in need. Chris Tay-
lor, a new recruiter for the Louisiana 
National Guard, has served for almost 
nine years in the military. Taylor states, 
“Joining the military has been one of 
the best decisions of my entire life. I 
continue to serve each day with pride 
for my state and country.” In order to 
recruit, you must be 17 years old, and 
there are many perks to giving your ser-
vice to the Louisiana National Guard. 

“We are the only branch of the military 
to pay 100% of your college tuition in 
Louisiana and allow you to attend col-
lege while you serve. We can provide 
a part time job with additional income 
while you are still in High School. We 
allow you to earn real world job expe-
rience before you ever complete col-
lege, giving you an advantage when 
entering the job market. We provide 
outstanding insurance and retirement 
that you can’t find anywhere else at 
17 years old. And most importantly, 
we give you an opportunity to give 
back to your state and your country,” 
Taylor states. This branch of the army 
provides stability to our nation, and it is 
looking for more people to lend a hand.

The National Guard

Upcoming Neville News:
ο	 February 1: National Honor Society 

meeting at 7:10
ο	 February 10: ACT Test at 8
ο	 February 16 and 19: No School
ο	 February 20-24: Cheerleader try-

outs at 3:30-5
ο	 February 24: District Literary Rally
ο	 March 1: National Honor Society 

meeting at 7:10
ο	 March 12-16: Spring Break
ο	 March 30-April 2: No School
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Are you all in your feels?
How to deal with those post Christmas blues
  

 
    As the holiday season comes to a close, 
it is found that most people are sitting 
around wondering how they are going 
to get through these next few months. 
However, now is a time to take advan-
tage of the new year with a clean slate. 
    By using the back-to-work determi-
nation, people can prepare for better-
ing themselves for the upcoming year. 
   Students tend to face a lot of unhap-
piness coming back from the break. “It 
sucks because you’ve had just enough 
time to be lazy,” stated freshman, Susan-
nah Guy. This feeling of hopelessness 
is completely normal, and originates 
from the realization that the excitement 
of the holiday festivities has ended. 
   Some find that they feel so much joy 
during the holidays that they are unable 
to get back into the swing of things for 
a while after they get back on the grind.
   Yet, there are many ways to keep 
a positive outlook during these next 
few months. For instance, people 
can make this a time to push them-
selves to fulfill their full potential. 
   

   “It’s important to get back to work 
after the holidays so your grades don’t 
slip,” stated freshman, Sara Clawson. 
    Changing for the better, whether it be 
physically, emotionally, or academically 
can bring much more positivity into 
someone’s life. It will raise self- confi-
dence and give something to focus on be-
sides the fact that the holidays have ended.
  Another way to stop post-holiday blues 
is finding new hobbies to take interest in. 
Distractions can be found in new activi-
ties by giving people a fresh start to find 
a new strength. This can also help relieve 
stress by giving people outlets to express 
themselves with. Finding new hob-
bies can also help people find out more 
about themselves. They allow a sense of 
individualistic freedom to overtake the 
harsh distress of the loss in holiday spirit.
   The end of the holidays can feel like the 
end of the world to some, but it is simply 
another time to better ourselves. It can be 
hard to let go of something that brings 
the world so much joy. However, time 
moves on and everyone else should too. 
Life should be about keeping focus on 
making each day the best that it can be.
   

Victoria Heck
Reporter

Jam your way through Monroe
Local music that you can bob your head to
   It is easy to get bored. Some-
times it is easier to just lay in bed 
and think about how small and bor-
ing Monroe is than to go out and 
do the numerous fun things it has 
to offer. Even though it may seem 
small, Monroe is actually the 8th 
largest city in Louisiana. Because 
of its size, it makes sense that at 
least a few people would come to-
gether and make a band, and that 

they have. Monroe has a tons of 
bands that play public events and 
shows around town. There is no 
need to lay bored on your bed when 
you could be at a concert instead.  
   These bands are run by people 
who have other jobs too, some 
of which you would never guess 
are actually performers. These 
jobs include successful doctors, 
lawyers, and school teachers. 
   The fact that these bands can suc-
ceed is helped most by the amount 
of events that Monroe has going on a 

lot of the time. The River Market in 
DOMO is a great venue where many 
local bands find themselves playing 
for all sorts of events. Some upcom-
ing events are the River RUMble, 
Woofstock, and Ritas on The River. 
Woofstock is a day to bring your 
dog and have wholesome shopping 
time, the River RUMble is a com-
petition for bars and restaurants to 
see who has the best food and drink, 
and Ritas on the River is a margar-
ita contest for bars and restaurants.
   The many bands of Monroe share 

a Facebook group where artists ask 
for members for a band, post gigs, 
or just want to jam. The group, 
Musicians of Monroe, currently 
has 548 members and describes it-
self as, “a place for musicians liv-
ing in Monroe, LA to talk music.”
   The group having over 500 
members shows just how large the 
Monroe music scene is, and how 
many bands there could be. All 
of these bands and player make 
for an exciting time at any show 
they play wherever they do it. 

   The main type of venue in Mon-
roe would be a bar setting or a 
restaurant. It should go without 
saying, but please do not go into 
a bar unless you are of legal age 
to enter, no matter who is playing. 
   The many bands in Monroe 
mean that you could go see a dif-
ferent band every weekend and 
not see the same one twice in one 
year. With all of the options and 
bands to listen to, you are bound 
to find one you enjoy listening to. 

Hage Work
Reporter

Thomaneisha Little is feeling those post Christmas blues Photo by Blaise Caldwell
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Custom Carpets and Flooring
1001 Sterlington Road

Monroe, La 71201
(318) 323 - 6094

customcarpets1@gmail.com

Infographic by Elise Burch

Hey all of you Neville 
Tigers! The Neville 

Tradition staff is now 
on the web. You 

can read blogs from 
your favorite report-

ers on Tiger Tube 
found on Neville’s 
home webpage.
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Victoria Heck
Reporter

   This year, students are putting 
on their dancing shoes to kick off 
a salsa dancing class full of cul-
tural spice. Instructed by Christel 
Sharp, the Neville Salsa Dance 
Team is bringing the traditional 
dance of the salsa to our tigers, al-
lowing students to learn more about 
this culture with each quick beat.     
   People do not just view the salsa 
as a dance but as an energy or an ex-
plosion on stage. Sharp stated, “The  
dance movements of salsa have ori-

gins in Puerto Rico from the native 
dance The Bomba and Plena, and 
from Cuba, using steps from the cha-
cha-cha and the mambo as well as 
other dance forms. The dance, along 
with the salsa music has origins that 
date back to the 70’s and began in 
the back clubs of New York City.” 
The salsa portrays versatile culture 
in its expressions of movement.    
   The salsa team dancers look for-
ward to a great season. “If I under-
stand, we are going to take salsa les-
sons and we might perform at some 
places. I don’t have a lot of extra-
curricular activities, and I thought 
salsa would be something fun to 

do with my friends,” stated Joshua 
Fisher. The team is ready for a sal-
sa season full of fun and festivity.  
   Sharp’s goal for this team is to 
expose them to a different cul-
ture, and to teach them about it 
through dancing. “Variety is the 
“spice of life.”  The more things 
students learn, the more interest-
ing people they become. Learning 
should be a life long process - one 
should ALWAYS strive to learn/
do different things,” stated Sharp.  
   “Not only does this dance bring 
out culture, it also puts a spotlight 
on the dancer’s individuality. With 
teaching, I truly enjoy seeing the 

students go from boring to fabulous.  
My first year sponsoring this team, 
I almost cried when I saw these dar-
lings on stage performing.  They 
looked so beautiful and profession-
al.  When I was in school obtain-
ing my Spanish degree, Dr. Rubio 
told me, ‘you may never know the 
impact you have on some of your 
students...keep doing what you do.’ 
That stuck with me.” stated Sharp. 
   Neville hopes to see the personal-
ity of each dancer being expressed 
in their performances this season.  
 Sharp is going to do her 
best to teach her dancers the 
ways of the hispanic heritage. 

   “The salsa team adds to a funda-
mental part of any school, culture,” 
stated Gabe Lipe. The dance of 
the salsa has a character of its own 
and  expresses the individuality of 
its origins. The tradition brings a 
sense of pride to the Hispanic com-
munity, and spices up our own.

Things Are Getting Spicy
Neville’s Salsa Dance Team Teaches Students Culture

Meet The Donaldson Twins
Grace Pettis
Illustrator 

   You know them, you love them, 
but which one is in chemistry with 
you? Whether it is on the soft-
ball field or the basketball court, 
Mackenzie and Madison Donald-
son are twin sisters who are will-
ing to step up and work to improve.    
   The sophomore twins have played 
both basketball and softball together 
since they were in kindergarten. 
They say that they were inspired to 
play sports at a young age because of 
their dad, Charles Donaldson.  “Our 
dad really got us into it, he played 
when he was growing up too, and 
we just stuck with it. It’s something 
we really like doing,” says Madison.     
   The twins try their hardest to bet-
ter themselves and each other.  “At 
practice we still go super hard at 
each other,”Madison says. The twins 
work together to improve their skills.     
   While they are competitive with 
each other, the twins also feel that 
their playing is improved by sim-

ply being together. “I feel like we 
just play better together,” says 
Madison, “our chemistry is better 
because we have played so long. 
We wouldn’t know what to do if 
one of us played a different sport.”   
   The twins work hard to support their 
friends and teammates as well. “We 
know we have to push our teammates 
to play better and just keep a posi-
tive attitude,” says Madison.  Mack-
enzie agrees and says that they, “tell 
them to try their hardest” all the time.   
   When they are not in school or on 
the field, the twins do- what else?- 
more sports. Some of these sports in-
clude playing travel ball together and 
competing in tournaments.   Madison 
describes her sister as, “super goofy 
and hardworking.” Mackenzie says 
that her sister is, “dedicated and re-
spectful and always has a good atti-
tude.”   Some advice that they would 
give to fellow students and team-
mates would be to stay focused and 
work hard. Mackenzie says, “Don’t 
forget your goals. Set a goal for your-
self and stay focused on it.”Madison’s 
advice is, “Get your books. If you 

don’t have the grade, you can’t play.”   
   Senior softball player Cori Cross-
ley describes the twins as different. 
“They actually get along really well, 
and they balance each other nicely,” 
says Crossley.  She also says that the 
twins are very influential to the team. 
“They did their job. They stepped up 
as freshman and played as varsity 
when we needed them to. I love hav-
ing the twins around because they 
love to joke around as much as I do. 
It makes us all closer as teammates.”   
Senior basketball player Shaniyah 
Meneweather also believes the twins 
are influential. She says, “when 
we’re down and out their spirit just 
picks us up. Their effort and willing-
ness to do the little things show the 
leadership they have at such a young 
age.’   Whether it is on the field or in 
the classroom, Mackenzie and Madi-
son Donaldson are always ready 
to work their hardest to succeed.

Photo by Blaise Caldwell
~ Mackenzie and Madison Donald-

son in their Tiger uniforms.
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   From waking up extra early to dress 
up for the pep rally theme, to travel-
ling two hours to a remote town for 
those Friday night lights, your fall 
pretty much revolves around football, 
and you are okay with that. But, with 
the closing of football season, what 
will you do with all of your free time? 
Well, lucky for you, your undying 
love for supporting Tiger sports will 
not go to waste this winter and spring.  
   Fulfill all of your indoor sport 
needs this summer with the boys 
and girls basketball teams. Both of 
these teams have been practicing 
since the beginning of the school 
year and intend to bring home some 
dubs this season. Basketball is the 
perfect mixture of serious and fun, 
and with the games just beginning, 
this season is sure to be a great one. 
   Keep the Neville Tiger spirit at 
Bill Ruple with this season of soccer. 
With four teams, Junior Varsity and 
Varsity girls and boys, this energetic 
sport is bound to kick some tail this 
season. Their first games are coming 
soon, and the teams are excited to see 
the Jungle to take on soccer season.
   “We are in the rebuilding stage. We 
lost a lot of valuable seniors last year, 
but their shoes are being filled in well. 
Right now we are focusing on battling 
through injuries and working towards 
a successful pre-district season. We 
have a hard district this year, but it is 
nothing we have never seen before. 

Our ultimate goal is 
to win district,and 
have a success-
ful run in the 

playoffs,” says junior Andrew Judd.  
   Avoid all of that boring year 
cleaning this spring by support-
ing your favorite spring sports. 

   
     
    

 
   

   
  The tennis, softball, and baseball 
teams make the spring a busy time for 
avid Neville fans. Practicing every 
chance they can get, these teams are 
all putting in the extra mile to bring 
home Tiger victories. Make the most 
of this beautiful time by going to ev-
ery game and encouraging friends to 
do the same.“My goals for this season 
are first to win district and eventually 
make it to state. That is a goal for all 
of us, but we have to make sure all of 
the little things are right. That is what 
wins ball games. It is all about hav-
ing confidence in each other and in all 
of our abilities combined,” says Var-
sity softball player Emma Semmes.  
 Even though football season 
is over, you do not have to stop 
showing your Tiger pride. Sup-
port the Neville Winter and Spring 
sports. You will not regret it.

Are You 
Ready For 
Some Winter 
Sports!?

“          Our ulti-
mate goal is to 
win district and 
have a suc-
cessful run in 
the playoffs,” 
says junior An-
drew Judd.

Oh Captain (of JROTC), My Captain (of JROTC)!

Photo by Matthew Wolleson
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   Left-Left-Left-Right-Left! Here 
comes your very own Neville Tiger 
JROTC along with Cadet Lieutenant 
Commander Ayana Hardy. We all 
know who these strong, experienced 
tigers are, but what do they really do 
behind the stripes? 
   For a lot of the cadets in Junior Re-
serve Officers’ Training Corps a.k.a 
JROTC, their reasoning in joining the 
organization might be different from 
Cadet Lieutenant Commander Aya-
na’s. Some join because they are in-
terested in following the military path 
of a relative, but Ayana joined plainly 
out of curiosity. She also joined the or-
ganization to get over her shyness and 
to learn new things. “I never thought I 
would love it this much, “ Ayana adds. 
 Neville Tigers may see cadets 
marching down the aisles at Renais-
sance assemblies, holding the flags 
at pep rallies, or even performing, 
but they do much more than that. 

JROTC cadets also participate in 
competitions, visit day care centers 
and nursing homes, march in pa-
rades, and attend other formal events.   
   While there are many different 
branches in JROTC, Ayana is a ca-
det in the Navy branch. She even 
received the  Meritorious Achieve-
ment NJROTC ribbon award.  
   Aside from training to represent her 
country, Ayana Hardy loves to travel 
with her team and compete in multi-
ple competitions throughout the state.  
   Cadet Lieutenant Commander Aya-
na Hardy is serving her second year as 
the Unit Operations Officer in JROTC. 
The Unit Operations Officer’s job is 
to supervise and lead the cadets into 
the right direction. As the Operations 
officer she also runs the drill meets.  
   According to Master Sergeant Ar-
ceneaux, Ayana is the third person 
in leadership.Whenever JROTC 
needs a bus to get to practice, 
games or competitions, Ayana is 
the person in charge of coordinat-
ing the rides. She also participates 

and helps manage the color guard.  
   At the beginning of the school year, 
Ayana was selected Cadet of the 
Month for August due to her very suc-
cessful summer. During the break she 
participated in a leadership academy 
as a graduate assistant. “In my twen-
ty-one years of teaching, Ayana is the 
first person I’ve ever recommended 
for the leadership academy,” Mas-
ter Sergeant Arceneaux adds, “She 
would be one of the top cadets sim-
ply because she gets the job done.” 
   “Being a member of Navy JROTC has 
given me leadership skills that I have 
used outside of the club,” Ayana says.  
   Ever since she joined the Neville Na-
tion, senior Ayana Hardy has dedicat-
ed many hours into JROTC. After she 
graduates from Neville High School 
this spring, she will attend Southern 
University in Baton Rouge, Louisi-
ana. There, she plans to study nursing, 
so she can receive the requirements to 
become a Navy Nurse after college.  
   For those who have an interest in 
joining JROTC, Cadet Lieutenant 

Commander Ayana Hardy’s best ad-
vice is to participate. Do not goof off; 
take the club seriously because “the 

Cadets that come to practice and show 
dedication are the ones who earn the 
privilege to travel and compete!”

Oh Captain (of JROTC), My Captain (of JROTC)!

Photo courtsey of  Master Sergeant Arceneaux
JROTC’s Cadet Lieutenant Commander Ayana Hardy 
in her uniform.
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Neville’s Own Cadet Lieutenant Commander Ayana Hardy
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   Meditation. The first image to come 
to your mind may be a monk in the 
mountains rhythmically chanting. 
Maybe you imagine the monk float-
ing above a red silk pillow, chan-
neling spirit energy, and making 
his magic powers stronger. But this 
only happens in dreams and movies.    
   The reality of meditation is that 
it is more of a peaceful time to 
think; time where you can think 
about literally anything you want. 
You can think about current events 
or about how sharks die if they do 
not stop swimming, I mean, come 
on, when do they sleep? You can 
even think long enough to cre-
ate a new way of thinking entirely.     

   Meditation does not have to be 
called meditation, either. If the 
name is too scary or weird, you 
could just call it “time to think.” 

Taking this time to yourself can 
help you learn more about your-
self and bring clarity to a predica-
ment you have found yourself in.    
   Even 30 minutes of quiet reflec-
tion can put you at ease for hours or 
even the rest of the day, depending 
on what you have on your mind.    
   Gillian Beaver says that the first 
thing to come to mind when she thinks 
about meditation is “Breathing, 
calm, relaxation, and inner peace.”   
   The breathing, calm, relaxation, and 
inner peace described here are a big 
part of what makes meditating so ap-
pealing. Being able to stop and think 
is far underrated now, as life is full of 
things to do. While these things may 
be valuable and be lots of fun, medi-
tating does not take much time and 
is very good for your mental state.     
   Doing your own research into 
the spiritual side of meditation 
is the only way to form an opin-
ion that is your own. Getting into 
the chakras and zodiac signs and 
things of the sort are for an en-
tirely different conversation.     
   While it may not be for everyone, 
it’s worth giving it a chance. Even 
if you end up not enjoying alone 
time with your thoughts, at least you 
tried something new. And if you do 
enjoy it, now you have something 
to do with a spare few minutes.     
   Time does not fly, either. Sitting 
and meditating, tons of thoughts run 
through your head, and as many of 
them as there are, it can happen very 
fast. For instance, your thought pro-
cess can go from what you are doing 
in class now to how cruise ships float 
even though they are big and heavy.   
   All of the thoughts that run 
through your head are going to be 
noteworthy, so having a notebook 
handy to write the best ideas is 
helpful for remembering what you 
thought while you 
were meditating.

Meditate Your Mind
Why You Should Begin Meditating Right Now

   The reality    
 of meditation 
is that it is more 
of a peaceful 
time to think; 
time where 
you can think 
about literally 
anything you 
want.”

“

I Tried Meditating Every Day 
For Two Weeks

Day 1: My plans for the week
Day 2: How I was going to get more out 
of my shampoo that’s running out
Day 3: Was the Titanic sinking 
planned? Probably not. And why I don’t 
believe the Earth is flat.
Day 4: Why do people naturally assign 
personalities to inanimate objects?
Day 5: When am I getting my cool 
monk powers? 
Day 6: I should be a Tibetan Monk and 
shave my head and move to a Monas-
tery
Day 7: I’ve been doing this a week, 
when do I become Doctor Strange?
Day 8: Why do foreign languages assign 
genders to words?
Day 9: I could totally invent my own 
language without conjugated verbs or 
gendered words.
Day 10: Inventing  a language is hard 
and boring, how did the original cave-
men communicate?
Day 11: The Phoenicians were the cool-
est people before the 1800s.
Day 12: Why do people lie in court 
even though they swear to tell the 
whole truth? 
Day 13: Is lying instinctual or a learned 
behavior?
 Day 14:  People who have meditated 
for their whole lives must have the 
strongest wills ever.Infographic by Hage Work ~

Here’s What Happened:
Over the two weeks of Christmas 
break, I took about thirty minutes out 
of every day to just sit and think. On 
the first day, I realized that meditation 
was more boring than I had expected. 
All I did was sit and think about what 
I was doing later in the day and my 
plans for the week, and I was a little 
upset. I thought meditation would 
transport me to an alternate realm 
or something, but really I was sitting 
on my bed in the dark like a weirdo. 
Finally, I got the hang of it and, even-
tually, tried to literally create my own 
language. Sadly, I  never achieved Nir-
vana, so I just listened to them in the 
car instead.
   I think my biggest problem with 
meditating is my impatience; I am not 
patient enough to reap the real re-
wards meditation does offer. However, 
I did notice that I could focus better, 
because I had time for my thoughts 
to wander to whatever subject I could 
think of. I do recommend everyone 
should try meditating. Who knows? 
Someone just might succeed at in-
venting a new language.

My Thoughts 
Every Day: 


